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PREFACE. 


THE present edition of Taverner’s ‘“‘ Western Wynde” Mass is based on one prepared 
some years ago by the present Editor, and privately printed (but without Gloria and 
Credo) for the use of the Birmingham Oratory Choir. The authorities are two 16th century 
manuscripts—one at the British Museum (Add. Mss. 17802-5), and the other 
at the Bodleian Library (Mus. Mss. e. 1-5)—both of which, however, are of considerably 
later date than Taverner’s time. The first may possibly have been written as early 
as 1560, while the latter is dated 1585. Both manuscripts are large collections 
containing works by many different composers. The British Museum manuscript, 
though the earlier of the two, is (so far as this Mass is concerned) very corrupt, 
and the present text is mainly that of the Bodleian manuscript (by permission of Bodley’s 
Librarian, Dr. A. E. Cowley). Only in a very few cases, out of many in which the 
manuscripts differ, have I preferred the British Museum reading. Students who desire to 
compare the different readings, may consult the library edition recently published by the 
Carnegie Trustees. 

With regard to the date of the composition, the prevalence of binary rhythm, as 
well as the masterly freedom of the counterpoint, point to the conclusion that it is one 
of the composer’s latest works. Whether or not Taverner’s career as a composer ended, 
as has recently been suggested, when he left Oxford in 1530, must be regarded as 
doubtful. From internal evidence, I should suppose the work to have been written 
later than 1530, rather than earlier. All that is at present known with certainty as 
to the date of Taverner’s death, is that it occurred between 1543 and 1553. We may 
recall that Palestrina’s first book of Masses appeared in 1554. 

Of the beautiful melody on which the Mass is founded, nothing appears to be known. 
It is redolent of the English country-side, but has of course no secular associations at 
the present day which might make it unsuitable for liturgical use. In tonality it belongs 
to the first Mode transposed, the compass of which it slightly exceeds. 

The Mass itself is a very early example of Variations Form. The variations, 
however, are entirely in the different counterpoints. The melody itself remains almost 
unchanged throughout, appearing either in the Treble, Tenor or Bass, but never in the 
Alto, the only rhythmical change being that it occasionally occurs in triple time. The 
counterpoints to the melody are throughout masterly, and are at the same time con- 
stantly made subservient to the expression of the words. Thus, a splendid dignity is 
imparted to the Sanctus by the ascending scale passage in the Bass, which occurs five 
times in succession, after the manner of a Ground Bass. Notice too, how skilfully this 


is manipulated, and slight changes made in the values of the notes, so as to enable it to 
accompany the different phrases of the melody. Attention may also be called to the 
wonderful Crucifixus, especially to the concluding section, where the Alto and Tenor 
voices seem almost literally to weep while the Bass recounts how our Saviour “ suffered 
and was buried.’ Equally to the point are the beseeching melodies which accompany 
the Agnus Dei. Students will be able to trace many analogies between the treatment 
of the text in this work and in Bach’s B minor Mass, notwithstanding the wide difference 
in scale, technique and period. 

The Mass in its original form is far too long for liturgical use at the present day. 
It has therefore been found necessary to shorten considerably the Sanctus, Benedictus, 
and Agnus Dei. This has involved a re-adaptation of the words to the music, for 
which I am entirely responsible. Moreover, the manuscripts not only give an inordinate 
number of notes to one syllable, but also frequently introduce a fresh syllable immediately 
after a rest (Ochetus, Hocket)—an objectionable practice which has frequently been 
condemned, and which is only very occasionally admissible for dramatic purposes. An 
example of this will be found on page 29, where the Alto sings ef sepultus est. Here 
the sobbing effect is so beautiful that I have allowed it tostand. But in general I have 
been guided by the principles and practice of Palestrina’s time, and with this view I 
have not hesitated to break a ligature, or even occasionally to divide a long note into two 
shorter ones, in order to secure a good declamation of the text, and (as far as possible) 
a consistent phrasing of the melody. 

It must also be mentioned that in the original there is no Kyrte, as is the case with 
most English Masses of the period. The explanation of this is, that on all the greater 
feasts the Kyrte was ‘‘farced’’—that is, a long relative clause was introduced between 
each Kyrte (or Christe) and eletson. Such Kyrtes were never set to figured music, but 
were invariably sung to their proper Plainchant melodies, many of which are substantially 
identical with those we now have in the Vatican edition of the Kyriale. 

I have now to indicate precisely what alterations and omissions have been made 
in the present edition :—- 

1. The Kyrie has been adapted entire from the original Benedictus. The latter, 

being in tbree sections or divisions, has lent itself easily for the purpose. 

2. The Gloria remains unchanged, except for the occasional repetition of a word 
or phrase. 

3. The same is the case with the Credo. Here, however, we must notice that in 
accordance with another English custom of the period, the words Et in Spiritum 
Sanctum, down to Et exspecto resurrectionem, are omitted in the original. It 
would have been possible, perhaps, to have adapted these to music from other 
parts of the Mass; but this would have made the movement too long. I have 
therefore merely inserted the music of the authentic Plainchant melody (No. 1). 
which fortunately happens to fit in quite conveniently at this point* It 
should be added that I have slightly simplified the rhythm in the Alto and Bass 
parts at et propter nostram salutem (page 26). 


* When the Mass is sung outside the Liturgy, this can of course be omitted. 


4. The original Sanctus consists of six sections or repetitions of the melody. Of 
these I have included three only, omitting the second, third and fourth. This 
has necessitated, as has been already explained, an entire re-adaptation of the 
text. At Plent sunt caeli, the Tenor part is in the original given to the Bass, 
an octave lower. As this involved (where the Alto is silent) a gap of three 
octaves between Treble and Bass, I have ventured to transpose the latter an 
octave higher. 

5. As the entire music to the Benedictus has already been utilised for the Kyrie, 
I have included the first section only. For the Hosanna, an attractive section 
in triple time has been borrowed from the Agnus Dei, a section which would 
otherwise have been excluded. 

6. The original Agnus Dei consists of no less than nine sections; the present 
arrangement of five. Section 3 of the original has already been used for the 
Benedictus ; sections 4 and 5 are entirely omitted; while the beginning of 
section 2 is joined to the ending of section 6, without any alteration of the music 
of either. If the movement should still be found too long, it can be shortened 
by omitting the section between letters B and C (page 43-44). In this case, the 
last syllable of mots in the Tenor part should of course be also omitted. 

Accidentals added by the Editor in accordance with the system known as Musica 

ficia have been placed over the notes; and the same is the case with a few ‘‘warning”’ 
accidentals which experience has shown to be helpful. All other accidentals have the 
authority of one or both of the manuscripts. The only apparent exception to this 
occurs when it has been necessary to contradict a previous accidental, either in the 
same, or in a closely succeeding bar; though I am aware that some even of these may 
be open to question. Of the first class of accidentals, too many were perhaps admitted 
into the first edition. In particular, an Ft was added (wherever possible) at the cadence 


which occurs twice in the course of the melody— Gol ete 
+ 


on the ground that it was the invariable custom in Palestrina’s time to sharpen the 
third of the dominant in all modes which had no “‘leading-note.’’"* Further consideration 
however, and frequent performance of the Mass, have made me very doubtful whether 
the rule is applicable in this case. It will be observed that there are many places in 
which an F¢ is obviously impossible, as for instance at the conclusion of the Kyrte 
(original Benedictus), or of the first two sections of the present arrangement of the 
Sanctus. Moreover, it is easier to add a sharp than to take one out, and Choirmasters 
who prefer the major third, will have no difficulty in seeing where the sharp may be 
added. In some cases, on the other hand, the F¢ has manuscript authority, as in the 
Bass part of the Agnus Dei, and the Treble of the Et incarnatus, and these I have 
reproduced. I have also added the sharp in the first section of the Gloria, where the 
harmony seems specially to demand it. 


* Except, of course, Modes 3 and 4, which had a special form of cadence. 


The original clefs are as follows, and the pitch has not been 


altered. We have here a mixture of the natural and transposition clefs, as is frequently the 
case in early English works, with the result that there is rather a wide gap beween the 
upper and lower voices. Palestrina and Byrd would have written either 


or else 


thus bringing 


the voices closer together. If the Bass part is found too low, the pitch of the whole 
may be raised one semitone, but hardly more. Light baritone voices should sing 
the Tenor part, and not attempt the Bass. 


BIRMINGHAM. H. B. Coins. 
January, 1924. 
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Latin Church Music of the Polyphonic Schools 
Edited by H. B. COLLINS 


ENGLISH SCHOOL 
ANON. 
“© bone Jesu,” Motet for 4 Men’s voices (T.T.B.B.) 
BYRD, WILLIAM 


‘‘“Assumpta est Maria,” Motet for 5 voices (S.A.T.T.B.) . 
“Ave Maria,” Motet for 5 voices (S:A.J.T.B:) . : 
‘Ave Regina,” Motet for 4 voices Sus ae 1335) 3 


“Beata es, Motet for.5evoices (S:As1 1B je : ; : ' , 
“Beata Virgo,” Motet for 4 voices (S. A.T.B. ) (See “O magnum Nase! 
“Beata viscera,’ Motet for § voices (S.A.7,1 Bj) 
“Christus resurgens ex mortuis,” Motet for Easter for 4 voices (S. A.T.B. ie 
“Civitas sancti tui,” Motet for 5 voices (S.A.T.T.B.) 
“Confirma hoc Deus,” Offertory for 5 voices for Whit- Sunday S S.A.T.B. ) 
‘Ego sum panis vivus,”” Motet for 4 voices (S.A.T.B. : 
“Non vos relinquam orphanos,” Motet for § voices (S.S.A.T.B.) 
“OQ magnum mysterium,” Motet for 4 voices (S.A.T.B.) . 
“OQ quam suavis,” Motet for 4 voices (S.A.T.B.) 
Wa OINS < gloria,” Motet for § voices (S:S.AVT. Bo 
“© sacrum convivium,” Motet for 4 voices (S.A.T ibe 
““Salve Regina,” Motet for 4 voices (S.A.T.B.) . 
“Salve sancta Parens,” Motet for 5 voices (S.A.T. Bar. B.) . 
““Senex puerum portabat,” Motet for 4 voices (S.A.T.B.) 
“Tu es pastor ovium,” Motet for 6 voices (S.S.A.T.B.B.) 
COOPER, DK ROBERT 
“Gloria in excelsis Deo,” Motet for 4 equal voices (S.S.S.A.) 
DERING, RICHARD 
‘Quem vidistis pastores?”’ Motet for 6 voices (S.S.A.T.T.B.) (Org. ad lib.) . 
JOHNSON, ROBERT 
“Dum transisset Sabbatum,”’ Motet for Easter for 4 voices (S.A.T.B.) 
PHILIPS, RE DER 
“Alma Redemptoris Mater,” Motet for 5 voices (S.S.A.T.B.) 
“Ave Regina,” Motet {OF S.VOICES (S.O-A- LD. : 
“Elegi abjectus esse,”’ Motet for 5 voices (S.S.A.T.B.) 
“O virum mirabilem,” (St. Francis) Motet for 5 voices oe ed ole 3 B.) eo 
“Regina caeli,” Motet for 5 voices (S.S.A.T.B.) 
SHEPHERD, JOHN 
oti French Mass,” for 4 voices (S.A.T.B.) . 
‘““Haec dies,” Antiphon for 6 voices (S.A.T.T.B.B. ). 
TALLIS, THOMAS 
“Dum transisset Sabbatum,”’ Motet for Easter for 5 voices (S.A.T.T.B.) . 
“Tn jejunio et fletu,” Motet for’s. voices (S. 1,1 BB!) (Alte ad ib.) 
*‘Laudate Dominum,” Motet for 5 voices (S.A.A.T.B ) ; 
*O salutaris hostia,” Motet for 5 voices (S.A.T.T.B.) 
“Salvator mundi,” Motet for 5 voices (S.A.T.T. [or Bar.] B. a 
TAVERNER, JOHN 
“The Western Wynde,” Mass for 4 voices (S.A.T.B.) 
TYE, DK. CHRISTOPHER 
“Qmnes gentes plaudite manibus,” Motet for 5 voices (S.A.T.B.B.) . 
“Rubum quem viderat Moyses,” Motet for 5 voices (S.A.T.B.B.) . 
WHITE, ROBERT 
“Precamur Sancte Domine,” Evening Hymn for 5 voices (S.A.T.B B.) 
WRIGHT, THOMAS 
““Nesciens Mater,” Motet for 4 equal voices (T.T.B.B.) 
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Selected Masses for 
Liturgical and General Use 


THE FRENCH MASS 


_ for Four Voices by 
J. SHEPHERD 


THE WESTERN WYNDE 


Mass for Four Voices by 
J. TAVERNER 


MISSA BREVIS 


for Four Voices by 
G. PALESTRINA 


Catalogues are available on request 


J. & W. CHESTER, Ltd. 


11 Great Marlborough Street, London, W.1 


